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A Christmas Message 1948 


N a pair of seemingly incongruous metaphors— 

“the root and the offspring of David and the 
bright, the morning star’—the Lord, at the close of 
the first century, described himself to a prisoner in 
a concentration camp in the eastern Mediterranean. 
This self-portrait of Jesus is the closing picture of 
our New Testament. In poetic terms it presents the 
church’s discovery of Christ, later set forth in more 
precise prose in her creeds, that he belongs to and 
unites earth and heaven. He is a shoot out of a 
very old stump, and he is a celestial light in the dark 
sky preluding a brilliant day. 

At this Christmas we, like John on rocky Patmos, 
feel ourselves confined in a dangerous world with 
no prospect of liberation. In whatever direction we 
look, little that is hopeful lights up the horizon. The 
menacing glares upon us. It did upon this impris- 
oned man; but to his faith the living and regnant 
Christ brought courage, endurance and glowing 
vistas of expectation. 

The two similes in this self-portrait of Jesus fitted 
the situation of the seer’s world. A _ tyrannical 
power had exiled him from fellow-Christians whom 
he shepherded, and doomed him to a quarry slave’s 
wretched existence. Worse calamity—‘the great 
tribulation”—threatened the church. As an heir of 
Israel’s history, John cherished the memory of 
David—the brave, shrewd, indefatigable leader who 
had taken his defeated and dispirited clansmen 
and made them founders of a potent and world- 
enriching nation. Of his sagacious stock Jesus had 
sprung. It was with David’s extraordinary intelli- 
gence that a prophet saw his promised successor en- 
dowed. Once he mentions this hoped-for leader’s 
physical prowess—his “might” ; and once his devout 
spirit—“the fear of the Lord”; but four times he 
insists on his astuteness—his “wisdom,” ‘“under- 
standing,” “counsel” and “knowledge.” He was to 
be a “wonderful counsellor.” Of such brainy ances- 
try from singularly successful David the Saviour 
had come. 

Our generation and its immediate predecessors 
have lauded Jesus for his idealism, his matchless 
character, his incomparable self-sacrifice; but they 
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have seriously questioned the sharpness of his wit 
and his practical judgment. Does his mind come to 
grips realistically with this tough world? He may 
see through men with profound penetration, but 
has he the capacity to handle them and resolve their 
tangled affairs into God’s order? On the world 
scene is he a second David? 


And history never repeats itself exactly. There 
are novel factors in every generation. It is these 
which baffle and bewilder us. No precedents suffi- 
ciently equip us to deal with them. In December, 
1862, Lincoln, calling the nation to a day of prayer, 
wrote: 


“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to 
the stormy present. The occasion is piled high with 
difficulty, and we must rise to the occasion. As our 
case is new, sO we must think anew and act anew. 
We must disenthrall ourselves, and then we shall 
save our country.” 

It is as disenthraller, opening minds, shaking off 
prejudices, lifting out of conventions, breaking 
habits of feeling, that Jesus comes, the morning 
star. He is as detached from our earth as a point 
of light in the sky. He is the harbinger of a totally 
different day. An early Christian spoke of him as 
the source of “this new interest,” which altered 
everything for those whom it possessed. He is more 
than a sagacious David who produced order out of 
chaos in Israel; he represents and creates the serene 
régime of the skies, where 

the stars are kept from wrong, 
And the most ancient heavens are fresh and strong. 


In situation after situation we are finding our- 
selves in a stalemate—in international affairs, in 
industrial relations, in the negotiations for unity be- 
tween communions in the church. We are group- 
enclosed, and must be lifted out of our earth-bound 
plight to obtain a fresh perspective and a more 
sensitive and inclusive conscience. No factor within 
our race’s history will suffice. The traditional best 
is not enough. Jesus comes from “beyond the flam- 
ing ramparts of the world.” He raises men to think, 
feel and purpose in heavenly places. The stalemates 





in human affairs can be broken only by completely 
novel outlooks and correspondingly novel feelings 
and motives. Such heavenly minds are the Christ- 
mas gifts which at this juncture in history mankind 
desperately requires, for only with them can we be 
set free from our perilous confinements and enabled 
to move forth into a more fraternal day. 

The morning star is a “given” in God’s ordered 
universe. It is linked with what ensues in his gra- 
cious scheme of things. Once it shines for us in 
the skies overhead, we are sure that the day is at 
hand. In the moral order Jesus is the inestimable 
gift of God. Once for all he has been set in earth’s 
sky. He is a fact in history connected with a vast 
sequent train of events. To be sure spiritual results 
do not follow with the inevitableness of physical 
law. Man may delay or thwart God’s glorious 


design. But man’s sin does not detract from the 
fullness of his gift to us in Christ. For the redemp- 
tion of self-centered races and nations, of sinful men 
and women, and for the Christianizing of com- 
munions in the church cramped and blinded by the 
achievements of the godly in their pasts and by 
proudly held tradition, in Christ all requisite wis- 
dom and power are available to achieve God’s will 
in truer fellowships. 

At this Christmas 1948 there is appallingly much 
in our world to depress us, to fill us with gloomy 
forebodings, to rob us of the heart and hope which 
this festival has brought us in past years; but God’s 
unspeakable gift has never been taken back. It is 
ours as Christians to rejoice in, and to think, plan, 
love and walk confidently in his marvellous light. 

—HEnry SLOANE COFFIN. 


The Unfinished Revolution in China 


SHERWOOD EDDY 


le China, we have arrived in a dark hour, when 
the government is apparently on the verge of 
falling. We can see nothing that can now save it. 
The failure of the national government, however, 
will be in some respects like the fall of the twenty- 
four dynasties in China’s more than four thousand 
years of history; and this massive civilization will go 
on under a new leadership. On our arrival in China 





Editorial Note: We are glad to publish this report 
on China from Dr. Sherwood Eddy, who with Mrs. 
Eddy is now on an evangelistic tour in the Orient. Dr. 
Eddy’s account of the disintegration of the moral and 
political authority of the Chinese government substan- 
tiates many other similar accounts. All these accounts 
explain the great reluctance of our government to render 
further aid to the Chinese government. 


To complete the picture, however, it must be borne 
in mind, that the advance of Chinese Communism can- 
not be viewed with equanimity when we regard the 
whole world situation. It ts hardly realistic to regard 
the Chinese Communists merely as mild land reformers, 
who will completely change the character of Commu- 
nism. The Communist leaders have avowed their 
loyalty to the cause of world Communism in unmistak- 
able terms. Mr. Eddy is optimistic about the possibility 
of preserving Christian missions in Communist terri- 
tory. That is, however, only one of two problems. The 
other problem is whether the advance of Communism in 
China may not be the prelude to further advances in 
the whole of Asia. We do not profess to have an answer 
to the problems posed by the desperate situation in 
China. Our Christian and missionary leaders are them- 
selves seriously divided on the issue. R. N. 


we proceeded immediately to the capital city of 
Nanking in order to seek full and unhurried inter- 
views with cabinet members and the principal leaders 
of the government. We were invited to tea with 
President Chiang Kai-shek and Madam Chiang; we 
also spent some hours with our Ambassador, Leigh- 
ton Stuart, who is the most sympathetic and under- 
standing representative America ever had in China. 
We had interviews with the Vice-President, Chen 
Li-fu, who controls the Kuomintang Party and who 
is called the head of “the reactionary C. C. Clique” ; 
and we met or interviewed some fifty Chinese lead- 
ers, foreign experts and missionaries. We tried to 
see everyone who could give us essential informa- 
tion, but we shall quote no one. The situation is 
far too delicate and full of dynamite. 

It may be said that, potentially, China’s Revolu- 
tion began the day that Robert Morrison, the first 
Protestant missionary, stepped ashore in Canton in 
1807. All unconsciously, Morrison introduced into 
China’s static civilization three dynamic and dis- 
ruptive forces—the dynamic of a new religion, and 
the disruptive forces of a new nationalism and of 
an industrial revolution, the latter to be produced 
by Western capitalism and trade. The great Chi- 
nese Revolution entered upon its second stage of 
material destruction in the peasant revolt of the 
Taiping Rebellion (1851-1864) that swept away 
twenty million people in bloody slaughter. This 
stage of negative material destruction was resumed 
in the last spasm of the old order under the Boxer 
uprising in 1900, and will be completed by the Com- 
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munists as they conquer successive areas. The Revo- 
lution became articulate when Dr. Sun Yat-sen set 
up the Republic in 1911 and declared its ideals in 
the Three Principles of the People—Nationalism, 
Democracy and Livelihood. 

The Revolution became militarily supreme while 
Chiang Kai-shek united China during the anarchic 
war lord period and during her eight years of in- 
domitable resistance to the Japanese. By V-J day, 
however, when China, exhausted and demoralized 
by war and the Japanese occupation, was liberated, 
the Revolution had ceased or had been betrayed by 
the reactionary leadership that dominated the 
Kuomintang. Today Chiang Kai-shek is proving 
utterly incapable of leading China into a completion 
of the constructive phases of the Revolution. The 
Generalissimo continues to give military orders but 
there are almost none who will obey them. The 
government, which has become too largely a police 
state, with its spies in every college and institution 
in China, has lost the confidence and moral support 
of the people and has incurred the deep hatred of the 
students and other radical elements of the popula- 
tion. One reason for this is that Chiang has ordered 
so many of the students to be put to death. Tragic- 
ally, it is now the Communists and not the reaction- 
ary Kuomintang, who demand the completion of the 
Revolution on the lines laid down by Dr. Sun Yat- 
sen. This, however, is only the first stage of the 
total revolution that may ultimately follow the Rus- 
sion blueprints as in other lands. 

A plot has been formed that may falsely claim to 
fulfill General Marshall’s year-old effort to unite all 
parties in a genuine coalition government. Li Chi- 
shen was to be the puppet President, and Mao Tse- 
tung, the Communist leader, as Vice-President, was 
to play the part of Stalin in the government. The 
“Christian” General, Feng, was on his way to China 
to lead all the revolutionary armies when he perished 
in a fire on a Russian ship. Old Chu Teh may now 
lead the forces. The Communists may advance 
under this plan of a nominal coalition, offering posi- 
tions to Chinese leaders who will collaborate with 
them—as did the Japanese—or, throwing off all pre- 
tense, they may drive back the government forces 
and set up a ruthless dictatorship as they have done 
in other countries. 

The government is not only threatened by repeated 
military defeats in many places in North China, but 
by widespread moral and fiscal deterioration. When 
Chinchow fell (beyond the Great Wall), and then 
Mukden, the government lost its control of the cor- 
ridor to the north, and all North China was threat- 
ened. We flew this week to Peiping and Tientsin— 
now on a small island surrounded by Communist 
forces that can take these cities almost at will. That 
would bring them, however, into conflict with the 
foreign powers, which they may wish to avoid or 
postpone. The Communist plan thus far has been to 
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surround cities, cut off their food supply and let 
them starve. Mukden is now starving, and dead 
bodies lie unburied in the square and open streets, 
to be eaten by hungry dogs, while the Commu- 
nists pour in to capture the city. As I write, Pei- 
ping is crowded with pitiful refugees, with airplanes 
and carts hourly bringing in their famished human 
freight. I have never seen such terrifying hunger 
nor such pressure of an overcrowded population 
upon the bare means of subsistence. 

The new currency has already failed. It is im- 
possible for the government to master or maintain 
it when it is spending four times as much as the 
income it receives. This, itself, causes wild infla- 
tion, with untold suffering to millions of people. 
The old currency had fallen till one U. S. dollar 
would purchase from twelve to fifteen millions in 
inflated paper. A week ago I bought the new cur- 
rency at 4 to 1, but today in the black market it 
would buy only 10 to 1. Frantic police measures 
will not hold it, just as the Confederate money could 
not have been held after the defeat of the South. 


After a lapse of thirteen years, I again met Presi- 
dent Chiang Kai-shek in this tragic hour. Seeing 
the widespread failure of the government and its im- 
pending doom, I felt only a deep pity for him. 
Chiang has long believed, as have many others, that 
he was China’s man of destiny who alone could save 
his people from “the wicked Communists.” He 
seems to be unaware that he has already lost the 
long war with them, though he is now beginning to 
be haunted by the fear that his career will end in 
failure. He is apparently as completely blind to the 
significance of the mighty ground-swell of the social 
upheaval of Revolution that is rising irresistibly all 
over China, as were the Bourbons of France, or the 
Romanoffs of Russia, though it would be unjust to 
compare him with either of these effete dynasties. 
Yet Chiang will go down as one of the great names 
of Chinese history. In my opinion, Chiang is a far 
stronger man than the dreamer, Dr. Sun Yat-sen. I| 
knew them both. 


Cynics may sneer, but I found that President 
Chiang Kai-shek had deepened in his personal re- 
ligious experience—however blind he may be to the 
social implications of religion. I found him even 
more a man of prayer, more cheerful and healthy, 
than I had ever known him. He begins and ends 
each day in prayer and prays many times a day. I 
am not ashamed to say that I pray for him daily, as 
I assured him I would. The last of the Czars, how- 
ever, was also personally pious; and even Ivan the 
Terrible had spasms of repentance and of religious 
austerity, but the personal religion of the Czars 
seemed to have no bearing on the social welfare of 
the people. Chiang, on the other hand, is deeply 
concerned in the welfare of his people—up to his 
lights. The man who knows him best says: “Chiang 














is proud, stubborn and conscientious—a dangerous 
combination.” Judged by his reactionary book, 
China's Destiny, I thought he had a Confucian rather 
than a Christian conscience—until I learned to my 
relief, that the book was written by a ghost writer, 
Tao Hsi-hseng. 

The sad fact is that, though Chiang has done more 
to unite China than any other leader in modern his- 
tory, he has failed to fulfill all the three Principles of 
the People. Try as he has, he has been utterly un- 
able to solidify this “heap of sand”—these individual- 
istic Chinese people—into one cohesive patriotic na- 
tion. In Chiang’s military training in China, Japan 
and Russia, he never saw, conceived, nor obtained the 
ability to create a genuine democracy. And espe- 
cially, he could not or would not provide the people’s 
livelihood in economic justice for the peasants, nor 
prevent the high tide of graft and corruption that 
now permeates all except the highest ranks of offi- 
cials in China. Therefore the Chinese people claim 
their immemorial right of revolution (derived from 
Mencius) against him. 

The most disturbing fact of all is that, if and 
when Chiang falls, there is absolutely no one in 
China who can take his place, or who can hope to 
unite this vast amorphous people. I say this after 
wide consultation with Chinese and foreign leaders 
both in south and in north China. He has himself 
tried to eliminate every possible rival. And no 
triumvirate, nor group, nor committee could suc- 
ceed him, for the Chinese have never learned to co- 
operate and work loyally together as equals. That 
leaves only the Communists! 

Despite the iron curtain, upon the testimony of 
many witnesses we are forced to admit that in several 
respects the Communist areas in the north are better 
governed than the areas of the now reactionary 
Kuomintang in the south. Just as Lenin quickly 
did in Russia, the Communists almost immediately 
wisely distributed the holdings of rich landlords to 
the tillers of the soil, as Dr. Sun had urged. The 
Communists stopped the graft, because they shot the 
grafters. They tried to improve the lot of the peas- 
ants and have won their loyal support in areas gov- 
erned by the Communists. All this poor Chiang 
Kai-shek never succeeded in doing. I saw the offi- 
cials in Nanking, who have a ton of paper plans for 
distributing the land—efter they defeat the Com- 
munists! But that day will now never come. For 
such a government as the present National govern- 
ment never can defeat them materially or morally. 

I saw the Generalissimo launch his New Life 
Movement in the province of Kiangsi in 1934. This 
movement aimed at the reform of China through 
personal virtue. I saw Chiang when he had plenty 
of money, airplanes, and a large army of over half 
a million men, directed by some forty German mili- 
tary advisers—including the generals who built up 
Hitler’s Reichswehr. I saw Chiang trying to con- 





quer the Communist commander, Chu Teh, when 
the latter had a tiny force of only ten thousand 
fanatical fighters using arms torn from the hands 
of Chiang’s troops. Even then Chiang was able only 
to starve them out but was never able to crush them. 
Now that, according to General Marshall, the Com- 
munist armies number over one million, and control 
a population of over a hundred million in North 
China, they certainly are not being beaten and I 
fear cannot be beaten. Just as the gigantic armies 
of the nominally Christian Czar were unable to crush 
the handful of Lenin’s morally superior revolution- 
aries—even though they were atheists—so it is in 
China today. Just as the flaming zealots of Islam 
were able to sweep over nominally Christian coun- 
tries, so the zealots of atheist Communism are often 
able to overcome even true but feeble Christian com- 
munities in Russia, China, and northern Korea to- 
day. Even though America has been pouring into 
China from all sources over a billion dollars a year 
for the last three years, the Chinese Government has 
not been able to conquer. Many of the American 
arms we provided for Chiang’s armies are now in 
the hands of the Communists, and more will be in 
their hands soon. Even if the United States sent 
an army of several million troops to China, Russia, 
next door, could send far more. Jt will be fatal if we 
are involved in China’s civil war. Britain’s foreign 
minister, Ernest Bevin, said to me in London last 
year: “I do not talk war, nor expect war, but if it 
arises it will come where you fall foul of Soviet 
Russia over China.” Increased American aid to 
China may well prove an invitation or challenge to 
Russia to back the Communists more openly and 
powerfully than she ever has done, and that in turn 
might lead to war with Russia—World War III. 

The policies of William C. Bullitt and of Con- 
gressman Walter Judd, if followed, will fatally in- 
volve the United States in China’s civil war and ulti- 
mately in world war. The more money we pour into 
China, the more we seem to earn their ingratitude, 
and the more are the Communists able to brand us 
as China’s enemy number one—the “wicked Amer- 
ican imperialists.” Many of China’s intellectuals 
stand on the side lines, completely irresponsible, 
blaming in turn the United States and Chiang Kai- 
shek as the scapegoats for all China’s ills. They 
have never formed effective liberal parties between 
the reactionary Kuomintang and the radical Commu- 
nists, especially since Chiang Kai-shek banned the 
Democratic League, which General Marshall thought 
was one of the most hopeful parties. But the intel- 
lectuals cannot shirk nor deny their responsibility 
for China’s present woes. They were one of the 
causes of China’s failure. 

The Chinese government troops, under the pres- 
ent system of graft which grew enormously during 
the Japanese occupation, do not have and have never 
had the morale of the Communist troops. Chiang’s 
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troops have met defeat ever since September 23 and 
have lost several hundred thousand men, the cream of 
the Nationalist armies—the bulk of thirty-nine divi- 
sions trained and equipped by the United States dur- 
ing the war. The Nationalist soldiers were too long 
robbed by their officers, as recorded truly in The Still- 
well Papers. | had personally witnessed the graft and 
robbery of the government forces for nearly twenty 
years before Stillwell recorded it, and long ago I 
personally laid the condition of the worst provinces 
and divisions of the army before Chiang Kai-shek. 
The four hundred and fifty millions of China, how- 
ever, are bound by their age-long traditions. Chiang, 
steeped in these traditions and aware that “face” 


must be saved, never dared dismiss even the worst 
offenders, but had to provide other jobs for them 
lest they gang up on him or assassinate him. Alone 
he could no more prevent the graft of China than 
King Canute could stay the tides of the sea. 

If anyone doubts this dark diagnosis of China’s 
desperate state—with which the majority of the Chi- 
nese and foreigners I have met in Nanking and Pei- 
ping agree—let him read the truest book yet written 
on this sad country, The United States and China, 
by John Fairbank, the Harvard Press. China is 
probably at the moment one of the darkest countries 
in the world politically, and she is sinking into yet 
deeper darkness. 





On Opposing Communism 


EDWARD LEROY LONG, 


NE of the dangerous features of an external 

threat is its tendency to destroy the freedom 
and tolerance of those who meet it. This is a prin- 
ciple which needs restatement in light of certain 
contemporary developments. Russian expansionist 
tactics and Communist underground movements are 
an external threat to democratic and Christian liber- 
ties, here and abroad. We must be fully alert to the 
power and persistence of these forces, and constantly 
in active opposition to them. But this does not free 
us from a continuous re-examination of our own 
sins, nor from guarding against infringement of 
liberty resulting from opposition to those who would 
destroy it. 

Perhaps the election results will curtail the ex- 
cesses of the Thomas Committee. It is not too much 
to hope that the democratic victory implies popular 
dissatisfaction with the method of dealing with Com- 
munism represented by congressional investigations 
designed to be spectacular. Communism was an 
election issue between Truman and Dewey only with 
respect to methods of dealing with it—Mr. Truman 
advocating careful and orderly methods and Mr. 
Dewey tacitly approving the congressional over- 
dramatization of Communist infiltration. 

The investigations were partly prompted by politi- 
cal considerations which are now past; there is no 
reason why further investigations should represent 
Republican attempts to smear the Democratic ad- 
ministration. But the investigations were started 
before the campaign was begun, and they are 
prompted by reasons and attitudes more deep seated 
than those of campaign strategy. They represent 
one approach towards dealing with Communists and 
suspected Communists; this approach will die hard 
if it dies at all. The investigations have smeared 
witnesses without due process of law. The smear- 
ing is not solely the fault of the committee, for the 
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public in general has been of such a temper as to 
take ipso facto an investigation by the Thomas Com- 
mittee as proof of Communistic activity. The com- 
mittee’s share of the blame for the smearing it has 
done, both of Communists and liberals alike, is main- 
ly in the fact that it has furnished the press with 
great quantities of material for a “red scare.” From 
this the public attitude has been molded by which it 
has been possible to smear a witness merely by call- 
ing him for investigation. The committee has un- 
doubtedly done tangible harm to the country in its 
statements about Dr. Condon, and in spreading a 
distrust and insecurity among scientists in govern- 
ment employ on top secrecy projects. One would 
wish that the whole Communist issue as a domestic 
threat be openly faced and studied, but in such a 
manner as to avoid the dilemmas of speculative in- 
vestigation which condemns by mere appearance and 
presupposes guilt in the public mind until innocence 
has been proven. 

Another manifestation of the tense and unhealthy 
jitteriness which might be called our case of anti- 
Communistic nerves is seen in pre-election attitudes 
towards Henry Wallace. While he is a dead politi- 
cal figure, there are things which happened in the 
campaign which are pertinent to our consideration 
here. Fairness to Mr. Wallace personally, and to 
many of his followers must accord him good faith 
and honest difference of judgment. No clear think- 
ing person, aware of the facts, would accuse him of 
allegiance to Moscow. His position much to the left 
of the norm, his naive analysis of Russia’s good 
faith (though perhaps mildly corrective of certain 
types of American self righteousness) and his will- 
ingness to be the Communist candidate combine to 
make him politically unacceptable. But they do not 
justify the intolerant treatment accorded him as an 
aspirant to political office, nor to those who followed 











him in good faith and honestly considered judgment. 

Intolerance towards the third party candidate ex- 
pressed itself in both crude and sophisticated fashion. 
Egg and tomato barrages were too common, but 
these might be dismissed as the work of cranks and 
boys. But the cases where men who, in good faith, 
supported Wallace lost their jobs (and academic 
jobs at that!), where Wallacites received discrimi- 
natory treatment by law enforcement officials, and the 
uncritical dismissal of Wallace current in so many 
circles (even some liberal circles) as having nothing 
to contribute to the issues of the campaign, all indi- 
cate the destruction of fair play. The opposition to 
Wallace was fanatical (perhaps because he spoke 
just enough truth to make the major parties un- 
easy); it lost that inner health of campaign give 
and take; and it leaves instances of prejudice and 
rash action of which we cannot be other than 
ashamed. 

The tense attitude about which we would warn 
can be seen in embryonic form in the attitude of a 
vocal minority towards Russia. Our statesmanship 
at Paris, and in Berlin, is exempt to a large extent 
from the tendency noted below. It has not allowed 
itself to lose its sense of balance. Too many people 
are proceeding on the assumption of the inevitability 
of war with Russia. There is some momentum to 
the suggestion that atomic war, launched while we 
are sole possessors of the bomb, should be used to 
“cut out the cancer before it is too late.” This atti- 
tude is admitting (and advocating) less and less 
possibility of negotiation (however arduous and in- 
volved) with the Soviet Union, and seeks to jump 
right off into quick and decisive action. 

In face of Berlin, and Russian obstructionist tac- 
tics in the United Nations, there are bound to be 
appeals to employ force; some have already been 
made. There is little doubt but what we shall at- 
tempt to stay in Berlin, by right of agreement and 
persistence of air supply. We must be anxious, 
however, to interpret this action, to ourselves and 
the world, as one maintaining our just due, and more 
expressly our just duty, and not as one designed to 
provoke international issues and tensions. The major 
witness of the Christian in this time should be to 
stress the need to maintain sanity in this situation, 
remembering that rash action could be prompted 
either from Moscow or Washington. If the paci- 
fists would stop sapping their potential witness for 
sanity in Berlin by calling the draft act the first 
stage of Hitlerism and making all manner of fuss 
threatening refusal to register, and the “militarist” 
Christians take less time to preach about the need for 
force (including the atom bomb) as a presupposi- 
tion of Berlin negotiations, the Christian witness 
could be a united firmness raised in protest against 
all rash and “trigger-happy” suggestions that a war 
with Russia would solve the Communist problem 
once and for all. 


If we are to overcome Communism in the domes- 
tic scene we must avoid being victims of that fear 
and suspicion on which Communism depends for its 
growth and appeal. To avoid this fear and suspicion 
will involve taking stock of some of our present at- 
titudes and fixed reactions. Without suggesting that 
tolerance is merely undedicated impartiality or will- 
ingness to remain neutral in all vital questions, we 
would emphasize the need for level headedness and 
the maintenance of freedom in meeting the Com- 
munist menace. This means avoiding fanaticism in 
resisting a worse fanaticism. This means emphasiz- 
ing that a Communist is dangerous since he holds 
political allegiance to Moscow, not because of his 
viewpoints on specific questions. This will enable 
us to escape the identification of liberals and Com- 
munists which marks much contemporary reaction- 
ary thought. This means finding, and extending, a 
means to cope with Communist infiltration which is 
neither the unskilled showmanship of a Congres- 
sional committee, nor the undercover activity of 
wholesale “loyalty purges.”” The Grand Jury indict- 
ment of the twelve Communist leaders is a step to- 
wards this means of coping with the problem with- 
in the framework of justice. We must meet Com- 
munism within the political freedom of democracy 
on one hand and freedom from want and economic 
insecurity on the other. 

In the international scene the needs are similar, 
the stakes higher. We must stand fast, and sow as 
little suspicion as possible. We must avoid abso- 
lutizing our judgment of Russia into complete and 
rigid opposition. Unless we can hope for some crea- 
tive outcome of the present “cold war” we face the 
equally impossible alternatives of capitulation to 
tyranny or suicidal atomic war. To harden our 
judgment of Russia so completely as to be blind 
to the motives for her action, or to a change of atti- 
tude on her part (should such a change come), 
would be to preclude the possibility of some peace- 
ful solution of the present struggle. We must em- 
phasize Berlin firmness as firmness in openness to 
the issues, and not as a ditched stand. This is the 
middle way between the pacifist suggestion that a 
stand in Berlin is an act of war which should be 
abandoned, and the more common assumption that 
it must necessarily presuppose, or issue in, violence. 

This is a time for soberness; for resistance to 
all tyranny on one hand, rash action on the other. 
The text, “The truth shall make you free” is not 
without its relevance for the pragmatic issues of our 
time, even when truth is understood in the liberal 
sense of free, dynamic, and sane reliance upon toler- 
ance and freedom. We can meet the threat of Com- 


munism, both domestically and externally, without 
loss of democratic ideals nor compromise of Chris- 
tian principles of social action. 
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The World Church: News and Notes 


Kagawa’s Views on 
Japan’s Situation 


In his report on his tour in Japan, Mr. Sherwood 
Eddy, of the United States, writes of an interview he 
had with Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, who described the 
present situation of Japan as follows: 

“Japan today is undergoing an unparalleled, a radical 
social and political revolution. The defeat has made 
us a new nation. When the Emperor acknowledged 
defeat on August 15, 1945, the mythology of Japan was 
shattered. . . Japan’s defeat would have brought on 
a bloody revolution, were it not for the American occu- 
pation. .. 

“Future Japan will owe much to General MacArthur, 
but the total revolution taking place is due to vast forces 
to which he has been able to give wise direction. The 
revolution is the resultant of war, the American occu- 
pation, and the Japanese character. I gladly welcome 
its ten principal achievements: 


1) The denial by the Emperor of divinity and the 
firm establishment of the principle that sovereignty 
shall reside in the people. This is embodied in the 
new Constitution which begins: ‘We the people. . 
do ordain and establish’. 

The legal recognition of labor unions. 

The abolition of the centuries-old prostitution 
system. 

The renunciation of the right of belligerency. 
The emancipation of the peasant class by the estab- 
lishment of the Farm Land Readjustment Law. 
The firm establishment of freedom of thought. 
The emancipation of women and granting them 
the franchise. 

The Livelihood Security Law. 

The checks and balances of a legislative, executive 
and judicial system of government. 

The emergence of a Liberal-Social Democratic 
Cabinet. And, of course, the effort to undergird 
these reforms by a democratic system of education. 


2) 
3) 


4) 
5) 


6) 
7) 


8) 
9) 


10) 


“Had it not been for the defeat of Japan, the above 
reforms would not have been realized in less than one 
or two centuries. The golden age of capitalism has 
gone. Defeat has compelled us to begin to socialize 
our economy. As a Christian socialist of course I re- 
joice in this. Although we are in the midst of an 
economic and political revolution, we have yet to see 
a spiritual revolution in needy Japan. If we do not 
have this, the glorious new Constitution will in time 
be reduced to a scrap of paper. The next few years 
will be a period of crisis for the whole future of Japan.” 

E. P. S., Geneva. 


Hungarian Lutherans Approve 
Pact With Government 


Hungarian Lutheran leaders have decided to sign 
an agreement with the Communist-dominated govern- 
ment. 

The proposed pact, which is similar to others recently 
concluded between the government and the Hungarian 
Unitarian and Reformed Churches, was formally ap- 
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proved by the Synod of the Lutheran Church at its 
meeting in Budapest. 

Approval of the draft came after lengthy debate dur- 
ing which the government came in for vigorous criti- 
cism because it nationalized church schools despite the 
opposition of Lutherans and other religious leaders. 

The Synod was assured by Minister of Cults Julius 
Ortutay, in a message, that the government will not 
prevent former Lutheran church school teachers who 
are now teaching in State-controlled schools (and thus 
are state employees) from conducting Sunday school 
and Bible classes in Lutheran churches. 

The agreement stipulates that the Lutheran Church 
will be permitted to enjoy “the fullest religious liberty,” 
and that the State will continue to make grants toward 
its upkeep. Religious News Service. 


Quakers’ Gift to Russian 
Red Cross and Cresent 


The American Friends Service Committee, after con- 
ferences with Russian officials in the United States, sent 
a gift of streptomycin valued at $25,000 to Russia in 
July. A message on the drug packages, in Russian, 
stated that the gift was “a testimony of good will and 
friendship from the American Friends Service Commit- 
tee to be used to promote the health of the people of the 
Usa” 

The Committee received a cablegram from the Russian 
Red Cross expressing thanks for this gift and reporting 
that the drug was distributed among children in tuber- 
culosis hospitals and sanitoriums of the U.S.S.R. 

E. P. S., Geneva. 


Report Greek Police Ordered 
To Watch Protestants 


Recent arrests of Protestants in Greece are reliably 
reported to be the result of a confidential letter sent by 
the Ministry of the Interior to all police stations in the 
country. 

According to the reports, the letter stated that mem- 
bers of the Greek Evangelical Church had recently in- 
tensified their proselytizing efforts in Macedonia, Thrace 
and Athens. 

The Ministry letter instructed police to watch the 
alleged Protesant movement closely and warned that all 
existing laws affecting non-Greek Orthodox cults should 
be strictly enforced. Religious News Service. 


German Recovery Precarious, 
Association Warns 


In the December issue of FACTS ABOUT OCCU- 
PIED GERMANY, recently made public, the American 
Association for a Democratic Germany warns that con- 
tinued West German recovery is endangered by eco- 
nomic maladjustments which threaten to cause a new 
black market and widespread political unrest. While 
declaring that West German production has approxi- 
mately doubled in the past year, largely as a result of 
the currency reform which made possible a restoration 
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of normal economic life, the Association declares that 
bottlenecks in production of basic commodities such as 
coal and steel are already developing, and may be ex- 
pected to limit further advances for some time to come. 

According to the report, entitled Sunrise in the West, 
“The German economy, although far below the pre-war 
level—attained or surpassed a year ago in the rest of 
Western Europe—has shown the greatest relative im- 
provement of any country’s in the past twelve months. 
In the four months following the currency reform, the 
total industrial production of Bizonia increased by al- 
most a half. Although the level of economic life in 
Western Germany is still far below that of the pre-war 
period, the recovery achieved in recent months is already 
exerting a tremendous attractive power on the people 
of the Soviet zone. 

“But it is not only in terms of Germany itself that 
West German economic recovery is of importance. If 
German exports continue at the present rate, the coun- 
tries of Western Europe will receive from this source 
during the next year approximately a half billion dol- 
lars more goods than in 1947.” 
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Detroit Fublic Library 
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The study concludes with the assertion that: “If the 
economy of Western Germany is to continue its re- 
covery, even at a less spectacular pace than that of the 
first few months since currency reform, some readjust- 
ments will be necessary. Diversion of raw materials 
to the production of luxuries may result in a new dearth 
of necessities. A decrease in the purchasing power of 
wages, coupled with a feeling on the part of the farmers 
that the sale of their products through legal channels 
will not bring them the manufactured goods they need, 
can easily lead to a large-scale black market and destroy 
the hard-won confidence which alone supports the 
Deutsche Mark. If this happens, or if political con- 
siderations are permitted to impede the rehabilitation of 
the Ruhr industries, much that has already been won 
may again be lost. It is essential, not only for the sake 
of Germany but for that of all Europe, that this be 
avoided.” 


Hromadka Warns Czechs Protestants 
To Prepare for Possible Resistance 


An address on “The Present Problems of the Church,” 
delivered by Prof. Joseph L. Hromadka, dean of the 
Jan Hus Faculty at the University of Prague, will be 
printed shortly for circulation among Czech Protestants. 

In this speech, Prof. Hramadka, who has given par- 
tial support to the Communist-dominated regime in this 
country, declared that Christians, while they need not 
protest against social, economic and political changes, 
“must prepare for the moment when we must cry aloud: 
Touch not that which is for us the supreme authority.” 

“We are all subject to the authority of truth, justice 
and the judgment of God,” he added. “People have the 
intelligence to realize whether we speak to them in the 
name of the living God or from economic or political 
self-interest masquerading as religion.” 

Asserting that economic and social changes are no 
solution to the “ultimate questions of man,” Prof. 
Hromadka said that “even in a classless society the 
problem of man’s relation to man will remain unchanged. 

“There will be lying, unfaithfulness, envy, pride. 
Who will be able to fight against these? Socialists 
follow their illusions and will not take these circum- 
stances into account. The time will come when they 
themselves will begin to seek for people who know 
how to free man from the final bonds enslaving him in 
inhumanity. And it is then that the Christian message 
on sin and the need of forgiveness will once more take 
on its supreme importance.” 

Prof. Hromadka, a leading Czech theologian, gave 
his address before a conference of laymen and theo- 
logians affiliated with “Protestant Work,” a movement 
that seeks to interest the laity in the work of the church. 

Religious News Service. 
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